
REPUTATION 

Who wrote what we know about this person? 

What did people say abut him?  What did his friends say about him? 

What did his enemies say about him? 

What did his family say about him? 

What did God say about him? 

Why do you think God allowed this person to be mentioned in the Bible? 

 

TESTS OF CHARACTER 

What were his aims and motives? 

What was he like in his home? 

How did he respond to failure?  Did he get discouraged easily? 

How did he respond to adversity?  Did he handle criticism well? 

How did he respond to success?  Did he get proud when praised? 

How did he respond to the trivial and mundane things in life?  Was he faithful? 

How quickly did he praise God for the good or bad things that happened? 

How quickly did he obey God when told to do something? 

How quickly did he submit to God-ordained authority? 

What was he like when he was alone with God? 

 

BACKGROUND 

What can you discover about his family and ancestry? 

What does his name mean?  Why was he given that name?  Was it changed? 

What was his home-life like?  How was he raised?  Where was he raised? 

What were the characteristics of his parents?  How did they influence him? 

Was there anything special about his birth? 

Was he exposed to other cultures?  Did they affect him in any way? 

What was the condition of his country politically and spiritually during his life? 

How long did he live?  Where did he die?  How did he die? 

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Was there any great crisis in his life?  How did he handle it? 

What are the great accomplishments for which he is remembered? 

Did he experience a divine “call”?  How did he respond to it? 

What crucial decisions did he have to make?  How did they affect him and others? 

Did any particular problem keep recurring in his life? 

Where did he succeed?  Where did he fail?  Why? 

What part did he play in the history of God’s plan? 

Did he believe in the sovereignty of God? (God’s control over all events) 

 

BIOGRAPHICAL QUESTIONS 

Use these questions as you study a Biblical biography 

RELATIONSHIPS 

How did he get along with other people?  Was he a loner or team player? 

How did he treat other people?   

What was his wife like?  How did she influence him? 

What were his children like?  How did they influence him? 

Who were his close companions?  How did they influence him? 

Who were his enemies?  How did they influence him? 

What influence did he have on others?  His nation?  Other nations? 

Did he take care of his family?  How did his children turn out? 

Did his friends and family help or hinder him in serving the Lord? 

 

 

PERSONALITY 

What type of person was he?  What made him the way he was? 

Would you describe him as a D, I, S, or C?  Is there a blend? 

What were the outstanding strengths in his character? 

Did his life show any development of character as time passed? 

What were his faults or weaknesses? 

What were his particular sins?  What steps led to those sins? 

In what area was his greatest battle: lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, or the pride 

of life? 

What were the results of his sins and weaknesses? 

Did he eve get the victory over his particular sins and weaknesses? 

What qualities made him a success or failure? 

Was he in any way a type of Christ? 

 

 

SPIRITUAL LIFE 

What personal encounters did he have with God that are recorded in Scripture? 

What message did he preach and live?  Was his life a message for or against God? 

Did he live a separated life, distinct from worldly ways? 

What did he believe?  What great lessons did God teach him? 

Why do you think God dealt with him the way he did? 

What was his attitude toward the word of God? 

What kind of prayer life did he have? 

Was he bold in sharing his faith?  Was he courageous in times of persecution? 

How big was his faith in God?  How did he show it? 

Was he a good steward of what God had given him? 

Was he eager to do God’s will, willingly and without question? 

BIOGRAPHICAL STUDY 

Use these questions as you study a Biblical biography 

BIOGRAPHICAL QUESTIONS 


